PISHKUN, WILLOW CRIEE, BENTON LAXE
HATIONAL WILDLIFF REFUGES
Narrative Report
Jamuery 1 - April 31, 1953
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PISHKIN, WILLOW CREEK, DENTON LAKE
RATIONAL WILILIFE RFUGED
- RNerrative Report
Jomuarey 1 « April 31, 1953

I, CGeneral,
Ae Vieather Conditions,

As has been stated in previocus narratives there is no
weather stotion et any of these urecs; however, there is a
station at Choteau and since all thrve areas are feirly close
to Chotesu thet weathor station's data is used. The following
chart gives the weather data oo reconed at Choteau and forware
ded to this office,

February 868 r 4
Maeroh +860 &6 wll
April 1.89 66 e
Total Bed¥ extromnes 6 -l

Be Vater Conditicne:

The following tables show the monthly guege readings ot
pummmmmtupaummnnmn.

250 0
Grest of Splllvey 4374 Botton of outlet 4348

February 4360.9 4368, . 43010 470046
Maxreh 430047 4360 4,0 4361 ,6 4362.7 4309.4
April 436240 40853 4361.9 43266.1 4300.7

. [ N CRE
Sxest of Spillwey 4142 Bottom of outlet 4000
gtnuy ﬁ%’ &%{ 4;35.4 &%’ 6{31.1
Fabruary
March
April

4132,.9 413640 4135,9 4108,7 4171,.5
4134.0 4157,1 S137.5 4110,9 4132,5
4139.1 4138.1 41703 4l15.9  4133,8
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State Came snd Fish Department reported seeing upprozimntely
2000 ¥Mallamis and Pintails the middle of April,

mmumnmmuu&uwn&«mu
made & census of the waterfowl, The follewing is the meeult of
his observetion, "histling “wan 1, Canada Geese 14, Mallawd
1000, rinteil 2500, Goldeneye 100, and 50 American Mergonsers,
A% the time of My, Peed's observation most of Villow Creek
reservoir was frozen over. The only opon water was to be found
on the Vest side where the creek enters the reservoir., Om April
3 a similay survey was made by the refuge monagoer. At this time
the reservoir wasz entimely free of ice. Following is number of
- waterfowl observed, Cannde Ceese 2 (nesting on islandgd of lerge
pothole on Bast Side), Mallard 75, Pintail 30, Goldenmeye 50, and
2 loon, The one pair of Cenods Coose was the only nesting waterfowl

2
;
:
;

the water hole on the South side of the refuge.

£¢ Tood and Cover,

Both food and cover io very limited for waterfowl on
Pishkun end willow Oveek, /mple food and cover present on Penton
lake refuge.

Be Upland Geme Bixde.

1l Populotions and m.



@
Shaypetailed Grouse, Mungerian Feartridge, and Ringeneclked
Fheoagunts are present on all three refuges in undetemined mubers.
2o Food and Covere

Ce Big Geme Animals,

Yo big game animsls have been observed or reported on
rishkun or Villow Creek, Penton Lake refuge supports a
pmhuuotbothuulmmmhdnr. These are kept ot
a minimum by illegal hunting,

De Fur inimals, Predators, and Fodents.

g

¥hiteetailed jeck radbits and Rdcherdson’s ground squirrels
are very common on all three sreas.

Badgers anmummuhudthuhem are very
mach in evidence along the Northeast side of the refuge.

%o Fredasecus Birpde, ineluding Crows and Nagples.

Crows and mmm present in limited numbere on 2ll
three arecs but present no control problem as yot,

¥e TFish,
mpnmunummmnwumuo
indicate the presemece of fish in both Pishiun and ¥illow Creek

reservoirs,. Mo reports of fishing success at either refuge has
| been received by the refuge nmanager during the period,

| 11, Tefuge Development Maintenance,
None during poriod.
IV, ZHeoonorde Use of Refuge.
No eoonomic use was made of Pishkun or Willow Creek during

the period, Following 4s a liot of pemits iscousd for Denton
Lake "efuge.

Fordng '
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Y. PFeld nvntu‘ticu and Applied Research.

Mr, Gatson E. Beed is at present engsged in & runge
survey to determine the csrrying cspaelty for Pishikun snd
Willoe Creek refuges, This survey iz still in its infent
stege, and e more complete progress report will be made ut
a future date, ,

Vie. Other Items of Interess.

ne item which deserves special mention at this time is
the passege of an enabling act by the State lLegislature suthore
izing the U,5, Fish and vildlife Service to purchase and ecquire
title to lands through which = water right - of - way would
heve to puss to furmish an sdequate wate  suprly to Penton
lake., If sdequate water rights, and of couress that evil worl
money, can be obtaind an excellent waterfowl refuge will result.

mép«muy subrd tted
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